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Chairman, Urgence-Rehabilitation-Developpement (Groupe URD) Engineer in agriculture science and specialised in rural economy and Associate Professor at Paris XII University, François Grunewald spent 25 years in development, emergency and post disaster rehabilitation projects in Africa, Asia (Cambodia, Laos, Thailand), Central Europe, and Central/Latin America, as well as at HQ levels. He worked with NGO, UN agencies and ICRC. He ran for five years the Agricultural rehabilitation Unit of ICRC. In 1997, he became chairman of a French research, evaluation and training institute, Groupe URD (Urgence-Rehabilitation-Developpement) for which he carried out several research and evaluation work for the European Union, the UN and NGO. 

François Grunewald has been, among others, team leader for the evaluation of the UN

food security response to Bar el Ghazal Famine in 1998, of the Post Mitch inter NGO

evaluation process from 1999 to 2001; team leader of the DFID UNICEF evaluation of

the response to the Darfur Crisis, team leader of the evaluation of the French response to

the Tsunami, team leader of the IASC evaluation of the International response to the

crisis in the Horn of Africa, team leader of the ECHO supported strategic planning

mission in Chad in 2008. He is also visiting regularly the Middle East and Afghanistan

for various research and evaluation programmes.

François Grünewald wrote several books and articles on complex emergency and the

management of socio-natural disasters, the most recent one focusing on Hot spots and

their links with climatic changes
